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Exceptional Children 

Of the more than two million school-aged children in 

Ontario, one in ten is an ‘“‘exceptional 

student’’-exceptional because his or her educational 

needs are more complex, more demanding, and often 
more costly than those of the majority. 

@ He may be a blind or visually-handicapped 
youngster trying to make sense of a world he sees 
dimly or not at all. 

@ He may be a hearing-handicapped child struggling 
to give shape to his thoughts with words he’s never 
heard. 

® He may have a learning disability, such as a 
perceptual handicap; for example, his brain may 
receive mixed signals so that he writes words 
back-to-front, or is unable to read at the level of his 
intellectual capacity. 

e He may be mentally retarded—a child trying to make 
a place for himself in society even though his ability 
to understand is unusually limited. 

@ He may be emotionally disturbed—so overwhelmed 
by fear, or anxiety, or sadness that he finds it difficult 
to open himself to learning. 

e@ He may be so extraordinarily bright, or gifted, that 
his intellectual needs are far beyond those of most 
children his age. 

@ He may be your child. 


Special Schools and Classes 

To meet the needs of these children (who number 
about 225,000 in Ontario) the Ministry of Education’s 
Special Education Branch and local school boards are 
continually developing new programs as varied as the 
requirements of the children themselves. 

The Ministry’s W. Ross Macdonald School in 
Brantford serves approximately 215 resident 
visually-handicapped children plus several hundred 
non-resident youngsters through its large-print and 
braille library services. In addition to academic and 
general vocational programs, the school offers a 
comprehensive music program as well as training in 
piano tuning and technology. 

A wide variety of programs is available to 
hard-of-hearing students. For the youngster who 
requires a residential program—who needs to live 
where he or she goes to school—the Ministry of 
Education operates three major facilities in Ontario; 
the Sir James Whitney School in Belleville, the Ernest 
C. Drury School in Milton, and the Robarts School in 
London. All three schools offer academic, vocational 
and special programs for hearing-handicapped 
children at the elementary and secondary levels. 

The majority of hearing-handicapped youngsters do 
not require long-term residential care, however, 
although they usually need some form of special 


education. Many pupils live at home and attend day 
classes at one of these schools, while others take part 
in special classes for the hearing-handicapped at their 
local elementary or secondary school. Some children 
are able to work in regular classes, getting extra help 
as they require it. 

Hearing-handicapped infants and youngsters up to 
five years of age may attend a special pre-school 
program provided by a local school board. If sucha 
program is not available, specially trained teachers will 
visit their homes on a regular basis and help the 
youngsters (and members of their families) to 
understand their handicap and to develop 
communicative skills through the use of residual 
hearing, lipreading, or whatever means the child’s 
parents may devise. 

Ontario’s four schools for the visually and 
hearing-handicapped also serve as resource centres 
to agencies and school boards throughout the 
province, offering clinical and consultative services 
that help such groups establish effective programs for 
handicapped students in their own areas. 


Residential Care 

There are twelve institutions in Ontario for children 
who require residential care because of mental 
retardation or emotional disturbances. These facilities 
are operated by either the Ministry of Health or the 
Ministry of Community and Social Services, but each 
of them offers a school program operated by the 
Ministry of Education. Highly trained teachers, 
working with students individually or in very small 
classes, help each student to reach his or her own 
potential, however limited it may be. In some cases, 
youngsters living in residence at one of these facilities 
attend special classes at nearby schools, while others 
are able to live at home and go to a school where they 
receive extra help from specially trained teachers. 


The Child With Subtle Learning Problems 

Although educators have long understood the needs 
of youngsters with easily recognizable handicaps, it’s 
only more recently that attention has been turned to 
the child with subtle learning problems: the 
perceptually handicapped or brain-damaged 
youngster, the child who is over-active or who has 
some other condition that interferes with his or her 
ability to learn. The key to reaching these youngsters 
is co-operation: the parent working in the home and 
the specially trained teacher working in the classroom; 
the local school board offering programs designed to 
meet the needs of children in the community; and the 
Special Education Branch of the Ministry of Education 
providing a variety of services and skilled consultants 
through the nine regional offices of education. 


The Gifted Child 

In addition to providing programs for handicapped 
youngsters, many school boards have recently found 
imaginative solutions to the problems posed by 
especially gifted children. In order to combat boredom 
and restlessness among students whose abilities are 
beyond those of most children their age, many 
schools now offer enrichment programs that consist of 
advanced academic courses in such areas as 
psychology or mathematics, or of studies specially 
tailored to the child’s individual talents. 

In the past, many exceptional children were 
considered uneducable. Now, working together, 
parents, teachers, school boards, and educational 
specialists are ensuring that these youngsters—like all 
other students—get the schooling that best meets their 
individual needs, interests, and capabilities, and which 
stimulates them to become as independent, mature, 
and responsible as possible. 


Where to Go for More Information 

If you'd like to know more about what’s being done for 
the exceptional student in Ontario, or if you think your 
child might benefit from special education, contact the 
school board in your area, or one of the nine regional 
offices of the Ontario Ministry of Education. Regional 
offices of the Ministry of Education may be contacted 
in the following locations: 


Northwestern Ontario: 
Thunder Bay (475-1581) 
Midnorthern Ontario: 
Sudbury (566-3480) 
Northeastern Ontario: 
North Bay (474-7210) 
Western Ontario: 
London (472-1440) 
Midwestern Ontario: 
Waterloo (885-0440) 
Niagara: 

St. Catharines (684-1123) 
Central Ontario: 
Willowdale (Toronto 491-0330) 
Eastern Ontario: 
Kingston (546-2641) 
Ottawa Valley: 

Ottawa (225-2230) 


